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ITH THE SCREENWRITERS'
strike stll on, William “Billy”
Baldwin—who stars as the seduc-
tively wicked and politically am-
bitious Patrick Darling IV on the
ABC hit series Dirty Sexy Money—phoned from the
set in Los Angeles. The gloomy news: “We're run-
ning out of script.”

One of the season’s more pleasant surprises,
with a terrific cast (Donald Sucherland, Jill Clay-
burgh, Peter Krause), Dirty is a story described as
“the Kennedy clan meets Paris Hilton.”

“I chink it has the hallmarks of a successful
show,” Baldwin said. In fact, Dirty recently was re-
newed for another season. This is the first TV series
Billy has ever done, bur you may know him from
major films such as The Squid and the Whale or Born
on the Fourth of July. “1 have some turkeys in there
t00,” he added cheerfully.

Billy and his singer,
composer wife Chynna
Phillips confronted a real
dilemma when Dirty came
along, They and their three
young children loved their
home in Bedford, N.Y.,
and had no desire to go
Hollywood. Bur, as Billy
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living near her mother

[Michelle Phillips OFT-hC
Mamas & the Papas] for
a year.” I asked how his
brothers were.

“Alec is doing well on
30 Rock,” he said. “Stephen is OK. But Dan is going
through a rough patch. Addiction is tough.”

Does Billy have any professional regrets?

“Not having started out in New York
theater,” said the sensibly grounded actor.
“Instead, I bartended, modeled and went
into Fourth of July.” Whar was Tom Cruise
like back then? “I've always admired him,” Billy
said. “You know, guys like Burt Reynolds had five
or six big years. Cruise has been on top for 157 &
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